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F R I E N D S  O F  H E I N Z  R E F U G E 
 N e w s l e t t e r      A u t u m n  2 0 1 7         V o l u m e  0 3 1 7  

FOHR is proud to announce that we 
have received a two-year grant from 
the PA Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) totaling just under 
50K to continue and expand the  
Heinz Refugeôs Philly Nature Kids 
Program!  

In 2014, John Heinz NWR (Refuge) 
piloted the Philly Nature Kids pro-
gram (PNK), wherein students in  
3rd, 4th, and 6th grades were provid-
ed with science education in the 
classroom on topics such as soils and 
erosion, migration, pollination, birds 
of prey, and water quality.  Program 
target schools included Patterson and 
Penrose elementary, and Tilden Mid-
dle School, all inner city schools lo-
cated close to the refuge.   

The program included classroom 
instruction, follow-up refuge field 
trips (busing funds provided through 
previous FOHR  grant). At the ref-
uge, student activities included water 
quality assessments, quadrant sur-
veys, measuring trees, collecting 
seeds, and other nature related mate-
rial.  A critical component of the 
PNK program is establishing pro-
jects that the students can follow-up 
with in their community, such as 
creating pollinator gardens. 

The PNK program was continued in 
2015/2016 with in-classroom pro-
gramming, service projects and field 
trips from September to June.  

Now, with the additional funds 
provided by the DEP grant, the PNK 

Program will expand, providing en-
vironmental education for students 
in the 3rd  through 8th grades, in-
cluding valuable science related 
equipment, in-classroom lessons 
and refuge field trips. The program 
will encourage inner city students to 
connect with nature in the urban en-
vironment.  Grant funds will also 
cover the cost of teacher professional 
development, enabling them to inte-
grate environmental education into 
their curriculum on a year round ba-
sis. 

After completing the workshops, 
teachers will be able to provide both 
classroom and field trip lessons 
which will be hands-on, inquiry 
based, and incorporate PA standards 
for environment and ecology as well 
as STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math). 

Further, the grant will provide 
funding and assistance for the devel-
opment of a student designed pro-
gram which will  foster a better un-

derstanding of environmental im-
pacts and risks unique to urban areas. 
This program must be designed to 
either improve urban wildlife habitat, 
or reduce storm-water runoff, or 
both. 

The local issue chosen for this pro-
ject will be selected by the students, 
enabling them to put their best work 
into an environmental improvement 
project that they are passionate 
about. 

Due to the importance of this fol-
low-up program, in terms of its vital 
impact on urban students, the FWS 
plans to continue to support it, even 
after the grant funding period has 
been completed. 

Finally, the PNK Program will 
showcase possible future career op-
portunities in the environmental sci-
ence fields to students through an in-
school ñCareer Dayò program.  This 
program will be led by refuge staff 
and partner organizations such as the 
Student Conservation Association, 
and will be coupled with in-
classroom lessons and field trips.  

Obtaining  grants for the promotion 
of environmental education and in-
stilling a stewardship attitude in our 
youths is one important example of 
the work FOHR does for the refuge. 

Our thanks to you for continuing 
to support our programs which re-
connect urban populations with the 
environment!                     
              Jennifer Rule 

FOHR Provides Huge Assist to Refuge Education Program 
Through Receipt of a 50k Grant From PA DEP 

Please note that these 
grant funds are available 
solely to selected schools 
in the PNK program. 

Bus funding for schools 
not included in PNK are 
provided directly from  
FOHRôs own treasury. 
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This past school year the John Heinz 

National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) 

hosted over 1600 students for field trips 

and programming.   I remember going 

on field trips as a child.  It was great to 

get out of school and enjoy new places 

and have new experiences.  Unfortu-

nately, there are still many students that 

wonôt ever have the chance to visit the 

Refuge due to lack of school transporta-

tion funding, BUT Friends of Heinz 

Refuge (FOHR) created a grant pro-

gram a few years ago that can cover 

most, if not all, of the costs for busing.  

FOHR received $1,000 this year spe-

cifically to help with this bus fund from 

Darby Creek Valley Association, a 

great partnering watershed organization.  

This money will be used very quickly 

since a bus for 30 plus children costs 

about $200.  Last year, we spent a little 

over $8,500 in bus funding which cov-

ered the costs for at least 40 buses.  

As you read this, FOHR is in need of 

additional funding to at least meet, if 

not exceed, the $8,500 we spent last 

year.  Since this is also the time of year 

that membership renewals are due, we 

ask that you please also consider sup-

porting our busing program with a new 

or renewed membership or donation.  A 

little extra from our members can go a 

long way.   

Please also consider bringing this 

need to the attention of your employer, 

asking if they would be willing to 

match donations or possibly make an 

independent donation. 

Fall is just around the corner, and 

students who get to visit the refuge will 

enjoy the natural environment, its wild-

life trails, fish filled ponds and birds 

such as the majestic bald eagles.  So 

many people who visit the refuge come 

back time and again, so we want to 

make sure our youth get to know the 

Refuge early on in life, and hopefully 

through experiences like this, that they 

will become future stewards of our en-

vironment. 

A quarterly publication of the 
Friends of  Heinz Refuge. 
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Our Mission  

   

In Support of Americaôs First 
Urban Wildlife Refuge 

  

The Friends of Heinz Refuge is a 
non-profit charitable organization  
working in partnership with John 
Heinz  National Wildlife Refuge 
to connect people with nature and     
promote a culture of environmen-
tal stewardship through education, 
outreach, service and nature-based 
recreation for the conservation of 
wildlife & habitat.   

Marsh Musings 

FOHR Board Meetings 

 FOHR board meetings held on 
the 3rd Monday of the month at 6 
pm  in the Visitor Center and are 
open to the public.  To check for 
possible schedule changes, and/or  
to let us know that you plan to  
attend, you can either   call us at 
215-365-3118,   or email us at             
info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org. 

Presidentõs Corner  
òCˆ˅˅ʼʺˋˀ˅ʾ Kˀʻˊ Wˀˋʿ    

Nʸˋˌˉʼó 
Jaclyn Rhoads 

Founding FOHR board member and long time refuge walk leader, Tom Reeves,  

shares his knowledge of nature with students.                  Photo by Adrian Binns 

http://www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org/joinintro.htm
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Tˀ˅ˀʺˌ˄ 2017 Bˌˋˋʼˉʽ˃ː Cˆˌ˅ˋ   
ˎʸˊ 2˅ʻ Hˀʾʿʼˊˋ ˀ˅ Sˀˏ Yʼʸˉˊ 

Article and Photos by Cliff Hence 

The following are this yearôs count 
results:  

The species with the highest record-
ed number was the Silver Spotted 
Skipper, of which we saw 15.  

This was closely followed by 13  
Least Skippers, 12 each of Peckôs 
Skippers and  Monarchs, 11 each of 
Cabbage Whites and Broadwing 
Skippers, 10 Wild Indigo  
Duskywings, and 8 Red Admirals. 

We also recorded 3 each of Orange 
Sulphurs, Pearl Crescents, and East-
ern Tailed Blues, then 2 each of Sa-
chems, Zabulon Skippers, Eastern 
Tiger Swallowtails, Summer Azures, 
and Gray Hairstreaks (new for  this 
yearôs count).  

Rounding out our count we record-
ed 1 of each of the following species:  
Question Mark, American Lady, 
Common Buckeye, Mulberry Wing,  

The Sixth Annual Heinz NWR 
Butterfly Count was held on July 
22nd with excellent ñbutterfly condi-
tionsò i.e. sunny, with temperatures 
in the upper 80s. Although Butterfly-
ing has been somewhat slow so far 
this season at the refuge, this yearôs 
count ended up with 21 species 
which is the second highest total in 
the six-year history of the count. We 
also recorded two new species for 
the count, Gray Hairstreak and 
Mulberry Wing. The highest count 
was the very first count held in 2012 
with 22 species of butterflies. 

Pecks Skipper, Spicebush Swallow-
tail, and Clouded Sulphur. 

Thanks to Nancy Hence, Frank 
Steinmiller, Margaret Bue, Stepha-
nie Bankole, Dale Harris, Doris 
Dabrowski and Kayin Bankole for 
their participation in this yearôs count. 

The Butterfly Count is part of the 
North American Butterfly Associa-
tionsô annual nationwide program, 
now in its  42nd year. 

Mounting evidence shows that pro-
duction of corn ethanol fuels has de-
stroyed millions of acres of grassland 
habitat across the country that mon-
arch butterflies need to survive.   

Nevertheless the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has pro-
posed maintaining high levels of corn 
ethanol in auto and other fuels for the 
next year. 

Monarchs need milkweed plants to 
breedðit is the sole host plant for 
monarch caterpillars. Milkweed, 
along with butterfly nectar plants 
like asters and goldenrod, grow 
abundantly in the Midwestôs native 
grasslands that may be found along  
the main flyway of the monarchôs 
migratory route. 

The Clean Air Act clearly states 
that the EPA CAN reduce mandat-
ed volumes of corn ethanol in fuel 
if they ñwould severely harm the 
economy or environmentò. 

Already, 90 percent of the native 
grassland in America has been de-
stroyed for agriculture or develop-
ment.  And more is plowed up every 
yearðspurred in  no small part by 
mandates requiring corn ethanol to 
be used in fuels. 

It is vitally important that we nev-
er forget that pollinators play a key 
role in the sustainability of the crops 
included in our human food chain. 

Foods which we take for granted 
as always being available in our su-
permarkets are in fact dependent 

upon having been successfully polli-
nated by our ever more vulnerable 
insect pollinators! 

You can ñTAKE ACTIONò by 
contacting the EPA and letting your 
congressional delegation know how 
you feel. 

Itôs time for the EPA to act!  
Please urge the EPA to defend na-
tive grassland habitat for mon-
archs and other wildlife. 

A ʺʸ˃˃ ʽˆˉ ʹˀ-ˇʸˉˋˀˊʸ˅ ˊˌˇˇˆˉˋ ʽˆˉ          
ˇˆ˃˃ˀ˅ʸˋˆˉ ˇˉˆˋʼʺˋˀˆ˅ 

Excerpts From Article by Colin OôMara (NWF)  

Photo by Cliff Hence 
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Did you miss out on this yearôs first 
ever Summer Solstice Festival at the 
Refuge?  Well, donôt worry, because 
we hopefully are making this a regular 
event.  The Friends of Heinz Refuge 
(FOHR) put together an awesome 
dusk/evening festival on June 17th that 
included food, music, and activities.  I 
will highlight some of the day to give 
you something to look forward to for 
next year. 

The event started off with food from 
Gourmet Vendor which included 
grilled chicken, hot dogs, veggie dogs 
and coleslaw.  This was combined 
with popcorn and gourmet frozen 
pops by MomPops truck.  FOHR 
would like to give a shout out to these 
vendors for helping make our day suc-
cessful.  An event isnôt worth talking 
about without good food! 

L.L. Bean led a special dusk paddle 
for a limited number of attendees on a 

first come first serve basis.  A num-
ber of people showed up just for this 
special treat.  Fortunately, the weath-
er cooperated enough to stop raining 
just in time for the paddlers to make 
their way out on the Darby Creek for 
a leisurely row down and back and 
to enjoy the sights and sounds of the 
refuge uniquely available from the 
water. 

Dan Leider, Richard Myers and 
David Bennett shared their musical 
expertise with a crowd of over 100 
people.  Under the pavilion, friends 
learned more about the Darby Creek 
from the Darby Creek Valley Asso-
ciation and had an opportunity to 
purchase refuge merchandise from 
the FOHR tables, and to take refuge-
oriented ñselfiesò.  If that wasnôt 
enough, guests had the option to par-
ticipate in nature walks with Refuge 
staff or FOHR board members, Lynn 
Roman and Thomas Koger. 

To top off the evening, guests en-
joyed scrumptious cupcakes specially 
made by Kim Moleski to commemo-
rate FOHRôs 20th Anniversary and 
the Refugeôs 45th Anniversary. Adults 
and kids got a special treat at a camp-
fire complete with Sômores, but you 
will have to join us next year to learn 
how we made them! 

Craig Lewis and Steve Althouse 
represented the FOHR Photo Group 
and were on hand to capture the fun 
experienced as the Summer Solstice 
activities progressed.      

Even though it rained off and on 
throughout the evening guests raved 
about the opportunity to enjoy the 
Refuge after hours for this special 
event.  Thanks to everyone that par-
ticipated and helped make this great 
event happen, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone next year. 

            Jaclyn Rhoads 

Cˉˆˎʻˊ ʿʼ˃ˇ Fˆʿˉ ʺʼ˃ʼʹˉʸˋʼ ˋʿʼˀˉ 20ˋʿ ʸ˅˅ˀˍʼˉˊʸˉː   
ʸˋ ˆˌˉ ʽˀˉˊˋ ʸ˅˅ˌʸ˃ ˊˌ˄˄ʼˉ ˊˆ˃ˊˋˀʺʼ ʽʼˊˋˀˍʸ˃  

What better way to celebrate the beginning of summer at the refuge, than 

with so many opportunities to have fun.  We sang, we paddled, we ate, 

took selfies, hiked and listened to great music.  But the highlights for 

many were the opportunity to kayak on Darby Creek, and to have a 

marshmallow roast around a campfire! 

Photos by Craig Lewis and Steve Althouse 


